
PLEASE DON’T EAT MY TREE !    
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Sounds of the forest -https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6DhT7SjelLE 

Great Borneo Jungle Video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qy-tPpdVdh0 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6DhT7SjelLE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qy-tPpdVdh0


 

 

 

Pongo was excited, when he woke that sunny day, 

He was going to meet, all his friends, to laugh and talk and play. 

 

Bornean orangutan (Pongo pygmaeus) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

There is a tree, they like to climb, it really is the best, 

Where birds and insects often stop, to play and eat and rest; 

A banyan tree, a grandpa fig, with branches spreading wide, 

And thick green leaves, with lots of shade , and heaps of spots to hide. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Bekantan the monkey said he would come , such fun to be around; 

His great big, bulbous, funny nose and his playful grunting sound. 

That schnozz of his is oversize, so big and fat and round; 

He uses it to communicate, to amplify the sound. 

He likes trees and he can climb, but who’d know looking at him, 

He also likes the water and man he sure can swim ! 

Proboscis Monkey video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WIO9mFovSS4 

 

 
(Proboscis Monkey) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WIO9mFovSS4


 

 

Beruang, his friend the bear, will surely be on his way, 

He walks so slow and sniffs and tastes and always stops to play. 

With ten inch tongue and four inch claws to help him find his snacks, 

Of berries and fruit, insects and ants and termites down in cracks. 

Usually nocturnal, and somewhat shy, preferring night to day, 

but he won’t pass up this invite, to meet his friends to play. 

 

(Sun Bear) 

 

 



 

Siama the gibbon will be swinging in, but he is always late , 

He likes to stop and chatter and hang with all his mates. 

He’s the gymnast of the jungle, well you should see him go ! 

Forty feet from tree to tree , our swinging , furry bro’; 

And he sings most every morning , with the gibbon jungle choir, 

Calling out, low and slow, then gradually getting higher. 

Gibbon song -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y2f5wGG_Hos 

 

 

(Gibbon) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y2f5wGG_Hos


 

Ular the tree snake of course will come, he lives in a tree nearby, 

He has a talent, for which he’s famous; this serpent dude can fly ! 

Well, maybe I exaggerate , he can’t fly like a bird, 

More like a paraglider, but that’s still quite absurd. 

 

flying snake - https://www.youtube.com/watch/16aGSx9gFO4 

 

 
Paradise Tree Snake 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch/16aGSx9gFO4


 

 

Rangkong the hornbill will fly on down, to strut and flap and speak, 

Like a learn-ed judge , with a cloak and hat and a great big horny beak. 

His beak is for eating fruit and insects and smallish frogs, 

And lucky for your pet poodle, he’s too small to eat dogs ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

And Bunglon the chameleon will be on his way, but he is reeeaally slow, 

But loves his friends and meeting up and he will surely show. 

He’s got a tongue that’s longer than him and also lightning quick, 

An unwary insect is a fast-food snack with superfast tongue flick and lick. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

And Kupu Kupu the butterfly will flit from tree to tree, 

To sit upon a branch with them and tell them what she’d see. 

She flits around the forest, drinking nectar from fruit and flowers, 

And drinking minerals from muddy puddles left over from tropical showers.  

 

 

 

 



 

They all arrived at Grandpa Fig, on this warm and sunny day; 

each jabbering excitedly, about the games they’d like to play. 

 

 

 

But something strange was going on, in the forest that is their home, 

A noise so unfamiliar, a faint but menacing drone. 

Shoosh ! hush , hush ! Now what’s that noise , 

 it’s really not that loud, 

Just a faint roar! and a clang! and crash! ; 

 it’s not a jungle sound. 



 

 

“Hey, Rangkong , go up and fly, 

 and tell us what you see” 

 

“I’ll be back soon and I’ll let you know, 

 when I come back to the tree” 

 

 

 



 

 

Well some time passed and no Rangkong, but the noise was getting louder, 

A grinding roar ! and a clang ! and crash ! a roar like distant thunder. 

With a noisy squawk! and a clatter of wings, Rangkong flew back in, 

“You’ll never believe what I have seen, what’s making all that din” 

“There are monsters there and lots of them and they fill me with unease, 

They’re gobbling up the forest and eating all the trees” 

 Well Pongo looked toward the sound and sent a silent plea; 

PLEASE DON’T EAT MY FOREST, PLEASE DON’T EAT MY TREE ! 

 



 
 

 

 

Palm oil is the problem, it’s grown where jungle grew, 

For food you shouldn’t really eat and snacks you should not chew. 

It makes you so unhealthy and also makes you fat 

So why cut down the jungle for something silly like that. 

 



 

 

 

 

Hamburgers, hotdogs, fried chicken and fries;  

packets of snacks and all sorts of pies; 

Most contain palm oil , so it’s time to say no! 

for the good of the planet and your health too - you know. 



So when offered some fast food, raise up your hand, 

 and say NO for the planet , for the health of the land. 

Say NO for the forest and the creatures within, 

Say NO for the health of you and your kin. 

 

 

 

 

And if you start now, and enough of you do, 

they’ll stop cutting trees, maybe plant a few too. 

There are not many forests, far, far, far too few; 

help save what remains and feel good when you do. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

So stop eating fast food and anything fried,  

they probably won’t tell you that there’s palm oil inside; 

and check on your shampoo and your soaps as well; 

if there’s palm oil inside, the labels will tell. 

 

If you think of the forests in all that you do, 

Pongo and his friends will shout a loud THANKYOU ! 
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The primary threat is the loss of habitat through deforestation (for palm oil plantations) and fires. In 
10 years, from the beginning of 2010 to the end of 2019, Indonesia has lost an average of 585,400 
hectares of humid primary forest per year (Global Forest Watch) – the equivalent of about 68 full-
size rugby fields per hour. Other threats, which often go hand-in-hand with the destruction of the 
rainforest, are the illegal pet trade and poaching. 

Estimates indicate that under 14,000 Sumatran orangutans and 57,000 Bornean orangutans 
survive in the wild today. In Borneo, nearly 150,000 orangutans vanished over a 16-year-period 
between 1999 and 2015 – more than half of the entire island’s population. Researchers predict 
that deforestation alone could wipe out another 45,000 individuals by 2050 (Voigt et al., 2018, 
Current Biology). 

(Borneo Orangutan Survival) 

https://www.orangutans.com.au/the-problem/deforestation/
https://www.orangutans.com.au/the-problem/palm-oil/
https://www.orangutans.com.au/the-problem/fires/
https://www.orangutans.com.au/the-problem/illegal-pet-trade-poaching/


At 66 million tons annually, palm oil is the most commonly produced vegetable oil. Its low world market 
price and properties that lend themselves to processed foods have led the food industry to use it 
in half of all supermarket products. Palm oil can be found in frozen pizzas, biscuits and margarine, 
as well as body creams, soaps, makeup, candles and detergents. 

Few people realize that almost half of the palm oil imported into the EU is used as biofuel. Since 
2009, the mandatory blending of biofuels into motor vehicle fuels has been a major cause of 
deforestation. 

Oil palm plantations currently cover more than 27 million hectares of the Earth’s surface. Forests and 
human settlements have been destroyed and replaced by “green deserts” containing virtually no 
biodiversity on an area the size of New Zealand.    
https://www.rainforest-rescue.org/topics/palm-oil#start 
 
One of the most amazing things about orangutans is that they are what conservationists call an “umbrella species,” 
meaning their extinction will signify the loss of hundreds of other plant and animal species in the rainforest. Or, 

more positively, by protecting orangutans we can conserve all of these forest species, from the smallest insect to the 

largest bird and other primates. 

Orangutans hold an important role in the ecosystem as seed dispersers, speeding forest regeneration through the 

fruits and seeds they eat. The existence of primary rainforest, their preferred habitat, not only supports communities 

that depend on it for ecosystem services but is also the key to a healthy planet. Rainforests need biodiversity. Saving 

orangutans also helps all of the other mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, insects, and plants that live in 

Indonesian rainforests. 
(copied from another website – I hope the author does not mind) 

 

Many products that use palm oil are not clearly labelled. Palm oil and its derivatives can appear 
under many names, including: 

CONTAINS: Palm oil 
 
Vegetable Oil, Vegetable Fat, Palm Kernel, Palm Kernel Oil, Palm Fruit Oil, Palmate, Palmitate, Palm olein, Glyceryl, 

Stearate, Stearic Acid, Elaeis Guineensis, Palmitic Acid, Palm Stearine, Palmitoyl Oxostearamide, Palmitoyl 

Tetrapeptide-3, Sodium Laureth Sulfate, Sodium Lauryl Sulfate, Sodium Kernelate, Sodium Palm Kernelate, Sodium 

Lauryl Lactylate/Sulphate, Hydrated Palm Glycerides, Etyl Palmitate, Octyl Palmitate, Palmityl Alcohol, Laureth-7, 

Steareth-2, Cocamide MEA (fatty acid-derived) Cocamiede DEA (fatty acid derived), Stearamidopropyldimethylamine, 

Cetyltrimethylammonium chloride, Isopropylmyristate, Caprylic/capric Trigylceride, Fatty Isethionates 

(SCI),  Alkylpolyglycoside (APG), Laurylamine oxide 

 

Orangutan Conservation Organisations: Lots of interesting facts, photos and videos !!! 

      https://www.orangutan.org.au/  

 

    https://www.orangutans.com.au/ 

 

   https://www.orangutan.com/ 

https://www.rainforest-rescue.org/topics/palm-oil#start
https://www.orangutan.org.au/
https://www.orangutans.com.au/
https://www.orangutan.com/

